
Beginning Watercolor Materials List 

For classes taught by David Gardner

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Learn the basics of watercolor.  You’ll develop an understanding of the materials and the 
approach to creating a painting using the beautiful medium of watercolor.  Your paintings 
can be based on your photos or your observation on site or your memories.  This class 
provides various approaches to capturing an image or thought.  I will demonstrate styles 
and techniques you can use for sketching and painting.   .

Please bring your supplies and a couple photos you love and think could make a meaningful 
painting.  

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: [KEEP IT SIMPLE TO START; TRAVEL LIGHT] 

• Graphite pencil HB & pencil sharpener & kneaded eraser.  Waterproof pens can also 
be used once you are brave enough!

• Canson or other watercolor paper in a pad/ sketchbook [loose sheets bound on one 
edge] and or a watercolor block [sheets glued on all 4 edges] and or a journal of 
watercolor paper.  Keep the size manageable such as  9 X 12.  A clipboard and 1 inch 
wide masking tape can be handy if working with loose sheets.

 A travel watercolor set [keep it simple and inexpensive to start; you don’t need a 
huge number of colors, a selection of a dozen or so colors is fine]

• 2 pointed round brushes - small and big in sizes #2 - #10 and maybe a ¾” flat. 
Stick with synthetic brushes for watercolor.

• Plastic water container with a lid and large opening like leftover containers.
• Spray bottle, kitchen sponge, roll of paper towels (dollar store are fine!)

COURSE PLAN: 

Each week we will meet at in the classroom.  We’ll gather and I’ll explain what we will try 
to focus on for each class.  I’ll do a simple demo of some techniques you can consider, and 
help you find something you are interested in sketching and painting. I will get around to 
every student as you work and we’ll end each week sharing our sketch or painting. 

WHERE TO GET MATERIALS:  

Rochester Art Supply (on East Main St in Rochester is the only dedicated local fine art 
materials store at https://www.fineartstore.com/).  Their staff is knowledgeable and 
helpful for the beginner confused by the myriad of supplies to choose from.   




