
FIRST DAY / Syllabus 
BASIC WATERCOLOR PAINTING: STAGE II #56263 
Taught by Laurence E. Keefe 
 

Registration in this course assumes you are familiar with the fundamentals of watercolor painting such 
as provided in the Basic Watercolor Painting course or other introductory lessons. 

The semester will include four project paintings, each completed over two class sessions.  Each painting 
will help the artist to understand and master an important aspect of watercolor painting.  The teacher 
provides the reference photo and a step-by-step handout for the painting. 

The classes consist of: 

• structured, harm-free group critique of outside work offered by the artists 
• explanation and introduction to the technique/s used in the painting 
• demo of each stage of the painting 
• work by the artists on the project 
• group evaluation of finished pieces 

Lively discussion and questions are encouraged at all times. 

First class starts with a quick review of suggested paints, brushes and papers.  Because some students 
repeat this course multiple times, an effort is made to provide fresh projects each semester.    

     

The usual course has consisted of paintings like these: 

• Half Full Glass of Water: How to Use Precise Colors to Achieve High Realism 
• Painting a Pineapple:  Techniques to Simplify a Complex Subject: 
• Rte 5&20 Barns in a Rosy Sunset: Glaze with Color to Impart Ambience 
• Three Antique Bottles and the Interplay of Light:  How to Use Three-point Perspective in a Still 

Life 
• Moose Grazing in an Adirondack Pond: Breaking Down a Complex Subject into Simple Shapes 
• Conch Shell and Shadow:  How to Add Color to a Drab Image 
• Green Lilies: Different Colors of White (and Black!) 
• The Greene Farmstead: The Excitement of Shadows in Late Afternoon 
• Paris Pedestrians: Simplifying a Complex Scene 

We announce each project in class the week before. 



A failed painting represents an opportunity to experiment without fear.  Assuming that we have time, 
for the final class students bring in one painting that they’re ready to burn for our “Flog a Failure” 
Day…we will try all sorts of exuberant experiments on these paintings, just to see what happens!  This 
can be great fun; and has led to a surprising number of excellent results. 

Please direct any questions regarding this class to Rachael Baldanza, Curriculum Director at (585) 276-
8956 or rbaldanza@mag.rochester.edu . 
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