
Beginning Drawing Class Plan 
This “first day document” is available either a week before a class starts or on the 

first day. We hope it helps you enjoy your art education at the MAG. We in the 
CW office collaborate with teachers to offer the best creative learning possible.  

You are signed up for: 
Beginning Drawing

56240 Six Saturdays, 1:30- 4pm, January 18- February 29, 
2020 (no class February 15) Taught by Joe Tarantelli

Observational drawing can be learned at any age, and anyone can 
draw better through practice. Through experience, students will 
capture the ability to draw, and learn the vocabulary used when 
describing the materials, methods, and pieces. My goals are that you 
start thinking like artists, and that you leave this class with a desire to 
never stop drawing. 

The purpose of this class is to improve existing drawing skills 
and/or give students who are new to drawing a place to start. 

Materials list for this class is available at https://
mag.rochester.edu/creativeworkshop/121682-2/ You will not 
need materials for the first class meeting, they are supplied. 

I will teach techniques of drawing, including Line, Value, 
Composition, Perspective, and Grid Drawing. This class will 
improve your drawing skills by giving you techniques that 
help you meet the challenges presented by drawing, and 
give you the knowledge of how to create drawings in your 
own way.  

Please ask for my help whenever you have a question. A 
general question about a material, project, or technique may 
be asked in open, as your classmates may be wondering 
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about it too. For a one-on-one question specific to your own 
work, please call me over. Constructive conversations with 
the instructor and your classmates are encouraged.  

We may share and/or choose not to share drawings with the 
group. When a drawing is shared, it is encouraged that you 
say what you like about your classmates’ work. We can’t be 
disrespectful of you or your classmates work (or of anyone in 
general). 

In the beginning, we may visit the Memorial Art Gallery’s 
collection to look at a few examples to get inspired. On 
occasion, we may draw in the museum from references to 
study examples relevant to the course curriculum. The 
schedule is subject to change. 

Schedule for the classes: 

Class 1: Introduction, review the materials, upside down 
drawing, blind contour drawing, line drawing, and still life 
contour drawing. 

Class 2: Value scales and value drawing. 

Class 3: Using the viewfinder, constructing the viewfinder, 
and drawing negative space. 

Class 4: Perspective, sighting, and proportion. 

Class 5: Combined Drawing Project, Grid Drawing. 

Class 6: Informal group critique. 

Please direct any questions regarding this class to 
Rachael Baldanza, Curriculum Director at (585) 276-8956 
or rbaldanza@mag.rochester.edu.  
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