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MEMORIAL ART GALLERY PRESENTS
No, No, New Museum
On View through October 14, 2018

Rochester, NY, August 27, 2018 — The Memorial Art Gallery of the University of Rochester (MAG) is
pleased to announce No, No, New Museum, an iconic video work by Bruce Nauman, one of the most influential
artists to emerge since the late 1960s.

On view in MAG’s Media Arts Watch gallery, No, No, New Museum is an endlessly looped video recording of a
green-costumed jester performing a temper tantrum, incessantly protesting “no, no, no, no, no…!” There’s no
mistaking it: this is a full-fledged, albeit scripted, temper tantrum. The sharp, jarring cuts and tight focus make the
high-pitched and delirious expression of frustration and rejection even more intense, abrasive, and disturbing
than it would otherwise be.

Part of a series called “Clown Torture,” the video was commissioned for the New Museum in New York City. It was
originally displayed in the museum’s storefront window on Broadway in 1987, where it insisted on questioning
the very existence of the museum that had commissioned it. Within the context of an encyclopedic art museum
such as MAG, the work may invoke issues relating to the purview of historical institutions and the challenges they
face within a changing world. No, No, New Museum has been generously loaned by Art Bridges, a foundation
established by Walmart heiress Alice Walton. The Foundation is dedicated to sharing outstanding works of American art
with regional art museums.
About The Artist
Bruce Nauman is a pioneering artist who questions aesthetic values and established norms of good and bad. His
artistic efforts are as urgent today as they’ve ever been, when so many established norms are being upended.
Although his work is not easily defined by its materials, style, or themes, sculpture is central to it, and it is
characteristic in the way it blends ideas from Conceptualism, Minimalism, performance art, and video art. The
revival of interest in Marcel Duchamp in the 1960s also clearly influenced Nauman in various ways, from
encouraging his love of wordplay to infusing his work with a satirical and sometimes absurdist tone. Despite the
impact of Dada, however, he has continued to view his art less as a playful or creative enterprise than as a serious
research endeavor, one he likes to carry out in seclusion from the art world, one that is shaped by his interests in
ethics and politics.
About “Media Arts Watch”

“Media Arts Watch” is a three-year initiative to introduce the art of the moving image into the curatorial
program and permanent collection of MAG. Media art is art that explores the technologies and aesthetics
of film and video as well as the emerging tools and practices of computers, virtual reality, the internet,
software, and mobile devices.
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About The Memorial Art Gallery
The Memorial Art Gallery showcases visual art from antiquity to the present day, including an outdoor public
Centennial Sculpture Park. In addition to its permanent collection, MAG offers a year-round schedule of special
exhibitions, lectures, concerts, tours, after-hours social events, and family activities.

Hours: Wednesday–Sunday 11 am to 5 pm, and until 9 pm on Thursdays and First Fridays. Closed Mondays and
Tuesdays.

Admission: $15; senior citizens, $12; college students with ID and children 6–18, $6. Always free to members,
University of Rochester faculty/staff and students, and children 5 and under. Half-price general admission
Thursdays from 5–9 pm is made possible in part by Monroe County. For more information, call 585.276.8900 or
visit mag.rochester.edu.
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