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COVER: Josephine Tota, Untitled (detail), 1982. Gift of Rosamond Tota, 2011.59.

J U N E / J U LY 2 0 1 8

THURSDAY, JUNE 14 | 5:30 - 8:30 PM

Join MAG ROCstars Christine Knoblauch, Meghan Murphy
and Jessica Goodenbury (Puccoon Raccoon) to discuss their
perspectives on art and the creative community of Rochester.
BAR SPONSORED BY

Additional food and drinks provided by Brown Hound Downtown

Tickets available online at mag.rochester.edu
$15 (presale) $17 (day of) 21+

500 University Avenue|Rochester, NY 14607 | 585.276.8900

V O I C E S
I can hardly believe my time as President of
the Board of Managers is coming to an end. I
must admit that when I was first asked if I was
willing to serve, I was hesitant to take on such
an important position for such a prominent
museum. I felt humbled, honored, and excited
at the prospect—and now, two years later, I am
so happy I said “yes!”
It has been, and continues to be, an unbelievably
exciting time to be a part of the MAG family.
I see our mission to enhance people’s lives and build community through the direct
experience of art and creativity come alive everyday!
There is always so much happening… We continue to broaden our already impressive
collection with new art acquisitions. There are exhibitions, events, fundraisers, lectures,
concerts, tours, and family activities. Our educational programs with RCSD, UR, and area
colleges are like no other. The Creative Workshop has classes for all ages and is one
bustling place!
I have traveled with the Gallery Council to experience art and culture in Cuba,
Amsterdam, Florence, and France. I have also been to Art Basel Miami Beach, and Frieze
Art Fair and TEFAF in New York City with our Director, curators, Board members, and
friends of MAG, as part of our newly created collectors' program. Going to art galleries
and artists’ studios and speaking with and learning from artists like the late Wendell
Castle has been a transformative experience.
Thank you for the incredible opportunity to serve our community. It has been a privilege
to be able to work with such a dedicated Board; a talented and passionate director
with a remarkable vision; an amazing, hardworking, and dedicated staff; wonderful
volunteers; and generous patrons and members. All of you have made my job as
President rewarding and enjoyable. The past two years truly have been an honor. I will
miss being President, but look forward to continuing to be deeply involved as MAG’s
Board Chair.
Whenever I speak to people, I always tell them “MAG is on the move,” and it is because
of all of you!
Trudie Kirshner
ABOVE: Trudie Kirshner and Wendell Castle. Image courtesy of Ria Tafani.

President, MAG Board of Managers

CALENDAR
Thursday, June 7
6:00–8:00 PM
Art and Treasures Sale: Early Bird Shopping Night
This popular annual fundraiser presented by the Gallery Council is
the place to find gently used antiques, fine art, jewelry, china,
pottery, porcelain, silver, crystal, fine linen and small furniture items.
$10 at the door
Friday, June 8 and Saturday, June 9
10:00 AM–4:00 PM
Art and Treasures Sale
Rochester’s most prestigious garage sale!
Free and open to the public
Sunday, June 10
Noon–3:00 PM
Art and Treasures Sale: BARGAIN DAY!
Free and open to the public
Thursday, June 14
5:30 PM–8:30 PM
Cocktails with Creatives
Jessica Goodenbury | Christine Knoblauch | Meghan Murphy
Join us for an evening of inspiration. This cast of creatives will
share their genius through lightning-fast presentations.
$15 (presale) $17 (day of) | 21+ | Includes museum admission
Sunday, June 17
Last day to see NOSFERATU (The Undead)
Monday, June 25
11:00 AM
Marion Stratton Gould Society Luncheon
Join us for this special recognition event, featuring a presentation
on Claude Monet from Nancy Norwood, Curator of European Art.
Open to donors who have included the Gallery in their
estate or retirement plans.
Contact Valerie Pasquarella to register. 585.276.8939, vpasquarella@mag.rochester.edu

Saturday, July 14
8:00–11:00 PM
Opening Parties Aplenty!
Join us for a special night as we open The Surreal Visions of
Josephine Tota, My Life Has Gotten So Busy That it Now Takes Up
All of My Time by Nancy Jurs and Wards of Time: Photographs of
Antiquities by Larry Merrill.
Open to all museum members.
Contact Bella Clemente to register. 585.276.8942, bclemente@mag.rochester.edu

Saturday, July 21
10:30 AM–12:30 PM
Celebration Series: Pride Month
Celebrate our LGBTQ community with art activities, music and
dance performances, guided tours, and more.
Event sponsored by The Gallery Council.
Suggested donation of $5 per group
CENTERFOLD: Image courtesy of J. Adam Fenster.

ONGOING

THURSDAYS

5:00–9:00 PM
1/2 Price Admission
Docent-led tours - 6:00 PM

No docent-led tours on June 21 and July 19

MAG DeTOURSM - 6:00 PM/$10 (includes museum admission)

Purchase tickets online: mag.rochester.edu/events/detours/
SM

June 21: Summer Solstice DeTOUR
SM
July 19*: Celebrate Pride DeTOUR
		
*This DeTOUR is $12.

Special Events - 7:00 PM
June 21: Alternative Music Film (free)
July 19: Alternative Music Film (free)
Art Social - 6:15 PM/$20 (includes museum admission)
June 1: Passionate Portraits
June 7: In the Garden
June 14: C’est très bon! Pastel à la Toulouse-Lautrec
June 21: Super Solstice, Long Thin Paintings!
June 28: Responding to Music—Jazztastic
July 5: Bold & Bright Liquid Watercolor Paintings
July 12: Sketching with Watercolors
July 19: Colorful Collages
July 26: Prints and Patterns
Food & drink available for purchase from Brown Hound Downtown
Gallery Store open for shopping

FRIDAYS (through June 29)

1:00 PM
Docent-led tour of the museum and collection
Free with museum admission

$5 Friday!

5:00–9:00 PM
June 1
•
•
•

Performances by Quatro Voci in the Fountain Court at 6:00 and 7:00 PM
Exclusive print and book signing with Larry Merrill
Art Social - Passionate Portraits (6:15–7:45 PM)
($15 | includes museum admission)

July 27:
•
•

Live performance by Fatima (6:00–8:00 PM)
Art Social - Quick Prints (6:15–7:45 PM)
($15 | includes museum admission)

SATURDAYS

Noon–2:00 PM
Kids Create Dates - $10/Child
Fun hands-on art projects for kids from ages 4–14 in the Vanden Brul Pavilion

SUNDAYS (through June 24)

1:00 PM
Docent-led tour of the museum and collection
Free with museum admission
June 17: Special Father's Day Tour
1:00 PM & 3:00 PM
Going For Baroque Organ Concerts
Free with museum admission

New Docent Class

Looking for ways to engage with art and our community? MAG Docents tour over 10,000
school children a year, and also lead tours for guests of all ages and in many stages of life.
We will be offering a new docent class this coming fall.
Contact Mary Ann Monley for more information. 585.276.8974, or mmonley@mag.rochester.edu

THE SURREAL VISIONS OF

JOSEPHINE TOTA
Written by Jessica Marten | Curator in Charge/Curator of American Art

W

ith The Surreal Visions
of Josephine Tota (July
15—September 9) MAG forges
new territory by introducing
the audacious voice of an artist
almost lost to history.

womanhood, age, and power,
rarely find their way inside an art
museum's walls.
Despite her relative isolation in
producing this body of work,
Tota was profoundly influenced
by years of amateur art classes
at MAG’s community art school,
the Creative Workshop, and her
personal interest in medieval
and modern art. She condensed
myriad
art-historical
and
popular culture sources—medieval
illuminated manuscripts, early
Renaissance panel paintings,
the work of Surrealist icons
Frida Kahlo and Salvador Dalí,
fairy tales, and children’s book
illustrations—into private images
of startling immediacy and
timelessness.

Josephine Tota (1910–1996)
was a seamstress and amateur
artist who lived a conventional
life among the Italian immigrant
community in Rochester. Her
awakening to intensely personal
subject matter and her discovery
of the medium of egg tempera
in her early seventies allowed
Tota to channel her dreams and
memories into harrowing, selfreferential images. In the privacy
of her home, she imbued her
intimate paintings with themes
of metamorphosis, family bonds,
physical pain, human frailty, the
natural world, and tragedy.
The exhibition catalog (RIT
Press) will feature important new
It is this powerful body of work— scholarship. After it premieres
over 90 paintings, 14 from the at MAG, additional venues will
museum’s collection and many be arranged by International
never-before-seen works on Arts & Artists.
loan from family and friends—
that Surreal Visions explores and
The Surreal Visions of
advocates for inclusion into the
canon of self-taught visionary Josephine Tota will be open
art. Unusual paintings like these, in the Docent Gallery through
near death-defying expressions
of a little-known artist's interior September 9th.
world, with incisive inquiries into
OPPOSITE: Josephine Tota, Untitled (Self-Portrait), 1987.

Wards of Time
Photographs of Antiquities by Larry Merrill

Wr i t t e n b y J e n B u r g e r | C u r a t o r i a l A s s i s t a n t

T

here are photographers who articulate
a precise concept for their work and
those that prefer to let the image define itself.
Rochester-based Larry Merrill prefers to
discover what is inherent in his photographs
and what they are trying to say rather than to
impose a predetermined idea.
Merrill became interested in photography
during his undergraduate studies. The camera
became a new and often preferred form of
communication, offering a unique visual
language with which to reason and connect.
After receiving his MFA from the University
of Minnesota, he taught photography at
Nazareth College, served as ABOVE:
director
of Untitled, 2016.
Larry Merrill,
education at George Eastman Museum,
and directed the Creative Workshop at the
Memorial Art Gallery.
Wards of Time: Photographs of Antiquities by
Larry Merrill, on view in the Lockhart Gallery,
features an ongoing project that continues to
evolve. While visiting museums in Greece,
Merrill began capturing images of ancient
sculpture, unsure of his final intention. He
has continued photographing antiquities
around the United States, including objects
in the Memorial Art Gallery’s collection.
The objects at MAG that Merrill photographed
are on display adjacent to their images. With
all of these objects, the agency of time has
layered new meanings over their makers’
original intentions. Merrill redirects our
gaze, magnifying and abstracting the texture
and tonal variations of the sculptures. The
photographs seek to emphasize how the
artifacts look now, as time has given them to
us. His work offers a reflection on time and
decay, on beauty, on the museum artifact, on
history, and on our own mortality.

“I have been looking
at your experiences
with (how) time
haunts stone and art.
Many of them show
a ... standoff between
endurance and
destruction.”
– Patricia Vigderman

Author, The Real Life of the Parthenon (2018)

Wards of Time: Photographs
of Antiquities will be open
in the Lockhart Gallery
through August 5th.

NANCY JURS

MY LIFE HAS GOTTEN SO BUSY THAT IT NOW TAKES UP ALL OF MY TIME
WRITTEN BY JONATHAN BINSTOCK | MARY W. AND DONALD R. CLARK DIRECTOR
MAG is proud and excited to mount an
exhibition of sculptural installations and
photographs by Nancy Jurs that focuses
on self-portraiture, autobiography, and
personal narrative.
Jurs is well known as a potter. Less known
are her sculptures and installations that
employ found, unaltered objects, which
evoke personages or anthropomorphic
visions,
and
her
manipulated
photographs. These works represent
a surprising and whimsical conceptual
thread throughout Jurs’ career.
The exhibition’s title derives from a work
with a related name: Artist Statement
(My Life Has Gotten So Busy That it Now
Takes Up All of My Time). This piece is
composed of long, narrow sheets of
nylon mesh to which Jurs has affixed
colored lint collected from her clothing
dryer for over 45 years. The individual
sheets hang vertically on a wall in a
row like scrolls unfurled, and the lint is

arranged in patterns of Morse Code that
spell out the title statement itself. The
piece is simultaneously a reflection on
the relationship of life and work, and an
effort to make art out of work, out of the
material of her everyday life.
“Spontaneity is the name of my game,”
Jurs has said. “I get an idea, and I want
it now. That’s why clay is so wonderful,
and that’s also why I like to work with
found objects. As a dedicated dumpster
diver for 50 years, finding meaning in
treasure and trash is the only way I know
how to save the world.“

My Life Has Gotten So Busy
That it Now Takes Up All
of My Time will be open in
the Docent Gallery through
September 9th.

ABOVE: Nancy Jurs, Artist Statement (My Life Has Gotten So Busy That It Now Takes Up All of My Time), 2008.

THE

SKY(LIGHT)'S THE LIMIT

WRITTEN BY PATTI GIORDANO | CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
This summer MAG’s Vanden
Brul
Pavilion,
originally
designed by Frank Grasso,
will
undergo
a
major
renovation with a brand
new skylight. The stunning
design, as rendered in the
picture here, will replace
the existing three small
skylights with one large
pyramidal structure from
which we plan to suspend
hanging works of art.
This transformation will
dramatically improve the
space, making it grander,
adding more natural light,
and providing new ceilings,
new light fixtures—including
some with color changing

ABOVE: MAG Pavilion, artist's rendering provided by Bergmann Associates.

capability!—and refreshed
foliage. Construction will
start mid-June and be
completed for the opening
of our Monet exhibition
in early October that will
focus on the Impressionist’s
"Waterloo Bridge" series.
MAG, The Store @ MAG, and
Brown Hound Downtown
will all be open throughout
the
refurbishment,
and
we will work hard to
keep inconvenience to a
minimum for our guests.
The University of Rochester
is
generously
funding
this exciting project, and
we could not be more
grateful for the support!

M EM ORIA L A RT GA LLE RY

C R EATIVE WORKS H OP

SHORTS meet once or twice in our well-appointed studios and derive inspiration
from our museum’s collections. In this day and age of busy schedules, these
programs are easier commitments to make.

’s

n e w e s t c r e at i v e
p r o g r a m , r e v o lv i n g
around your schedule.
co n ta c t u s f o r m o r e i n f o r m at i o n a n d
r e g i s t r at i o n d e ta i l s .

500 University Ave. 14607 | 585.276.8959
mag.rochester.edu/creativeworkshop

General: $15*
Senior Citizens: $12
Children 6–18: $6
College Students: $6
FREE: UofR + members

Wednesday–Sunday
11:00 AM–5:00 PM
Thursday*
11:00 AM–9:00 PM
$5 Fridays: 6/1, 7/27
11:00 AM–9:00 PM

HOST

Picture yourself at
MAG on your special
day! (585.276.8950)

TOUR

Friday & Sunday:
1:00 PM

PERKS

Your support means the
world to us! Email us at
memberperks@
mag.rochester.edu
or call (585.276.8939)

CREATE

Art classes with the
Creative Workshop
(585.276.8959)

mag.rochester.edu/creativeworkshop

Sculpture Park

Wednesday–Sunday
11:00 AM–5:00 PM
Thursday
11:00 AM–9:00 PM
$5 Fridays: 6/1, 7/27
11:00 AM–9:00 PM

DeTOURS:
6/21, 7/19 6:00 PM

Thursday:
6:00 PM

Always Open | Always Free

PLAY

SHOP

Park FREE in any MAG lot.

PAY

HOURS

Text GIVEMAG to 24587

Give Joe Carney a call
(585.276.8941) or email
(jcarney@mag.rochester.edu)

GIVE

mag.rochester.edu/join

Members are the MAG!

JOIN

Reservations requested for
Saturday and Sunday Brunch

(585.506.9725)
$5 Fridays: 6/1, 7/27
Bar and Appetizer specials
5:00-7:00 PM

EAT

Brown Hound Downtown

Members enjoy borrowing privileges

Wednesday–Friday
1:00–5:00 PM

Charlotte Whitney
Allen Library

READ

Memorial Art Gallery of the University of Rochester
500 University Avenue
Rochester, NY 14607
585.276.8900 | mag.rochester.edu

*Half-price Thursday admission after 5 pm is made possible in part by Monroe County.
CHERYL DINOLFO
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

Thank you to our Sponsors
Underwritten by Helen H. Berkeley, with additional support from Michael Feinstein in memory of Susan S. Feinstein, and the
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation. The Memorial Art Gallery is supported primarily by its members, the University of Rochester
and public funds from Monroe County. Memorial Art Gallery is also supported, in part, by the New York State Council on the
Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.

Accessibility
Wheelchairs are available in the Vanden Brul Pavilion coatroom. The auditorium is equipped with an assistive listening system
made possible by the Mark and Bobbie Hargrave hard of hearing fund of the Rochester Area Community Foundation, the MAG
community access endowment fund, and an anonymous donor. To schedule a sign language interpreter or touch tour for the
blind, or to request a braille or text calendar, contact cander35@mag.rochester.edu (585.276.8971). People who are deaf or hard of
hearing may call via relay service. We also offer a special cell phone tour for the visually impaired

For more information
For more information about programming, events, tours, and all things MAG, visit our website at mag.rochester.edu, or follow us
on social media!

