
Beginning Watercolor Painting taught over ZOOM

Taught by Cynthia Iannaccone (ciannaccone@mag.rochester.edu)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This class introduces watercolor painting through playful exercises and experiments in 
applying color and water. There are no mistakes in this class, rather chances to learn what brushes, paints, and 
paper will work best to make the watercolors you want to make.

LOGISTICS FOR ZOOM: This course meets via a secure Zoom link on Mondays September 27 to November 29 
from 10:30am to 12:30pm. We will not meet on October 11 or 18. Closer to the start of the class you will get an 
email from the Creative Workshop with directions and a link to the Zoom. Once you get the email let us know 
and we can start the zoom to make sure you can log in for the first class. 

You should plan to have your materials ready so that you can paint along with the lessons. Please bring your 
supplies and a few photos from nature that you love, and would like to work with. For example, photos might 
be something from a garden (such as flowers), trees in a park, or some other landscape. 

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: (Keep it Simple and Travel Light) 

• A simple #2 graphite pencil, pencil sharpener & rubber eraser (or mechanical pencils will also work)
• Waterproof pens (optional)
• Canson or other watercolor paper in a pad/ sketchbook. Keep the size manageable such as 9 X 12.

Extra paper on the side is nice for testing colors or trying out techniques.
• A travel watercolor set (keep it simple and inexpensive to start; you don’t need a huge number of colors, a

selection of a dozen or so colors is fine).
• 2 pointed round brushes - small sizes #1 or #2, and medium sizes #6 or #8 and maybe a 1/4” or ½” flat.

Stick with synthetic brushes for watercolor. Watercolor brushes generally have short handles.
• Plastic water container with a lid and large opening (like leftover containers).
• Roll of paper towels (dollar store are fine)

WHERE TO GET MATERIALS: 

Rochester Art Supply (on East Main St in Rochester is the only dedicated local fine art materials store at 
https://www.fineartstore.com/). Their staff is knowledgeable and helpful for the beginner confused by the myriad 
of supplies to choose from.  You can also try the Art Stop in Penfield (www.artstopllc.com).Materials can also be 
found online or at Michael’s craft stores (with a coupon) or Hobby Lobby craft stores 

Please direct any questions regarding this supply list to the Creative Workshop Office at (585) 276-8959 or 
creativeworkshop@mag.rochester.edu 

This list was last updated May 2021. 




