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EXHIBITION FACT SHEET
Title: WAR STORIES

When: August 21–October 16, 2016

Description:  Two complementary exhibitions examine the impact of war and  
violence on people and culture.

  Afghan War Rugs: Maps, weapons and army tanks; portraits of kings, 
khans and military leaders—these are among the motifs that began appear-
ing in otherwise traditional Afghan carpets in the 1970s. The artists who 
wove them, mostly women, emboldened their traditional nonfigurative styles 
and began producing rich pictorial works that better recount the cultural 
changes wrought by war, politics and globalization. The 45 rugs in this show 
were selected for their exceptional quality, rarity and content. Most are from 
a distinguished private collection being exhibited in the US for the first time.

  War Memoranda: Photographer Binh Danh and poet Robert Schultz 
have drawn upon the words of Walt Whitman to reflect on war. Using 
19th-century technology, Danh recreates striking portraits of soldiers and 
battlefield landscapes as daguerreotypes, chlorophyll prints, cyanotypes 
and artist’s books. Schultz’s poetry accompanies each work.

Programs/events:  These include a members’ preview party (August 20), a gallery talk by 
Afghan War Rugs co-curator Annemarie Sawkins (August 21), and a con-
versation with War Memoranda artist Binh Danh and poet Robert Schultz 
(September 25). For more information, see attached release.

Hours:   Wednesday–Sunday 11 am to 5 pm and until 9 pm on Thursdays. Closed 
Mondays and Tuesdays. Open until 9 pm on the first Friday of each 
month as part of a citywide gallery night. 

Admission:   Free to members; UR faculty, staff and students; and children 5 and 
under. General admission $12; senior citizens, $8; college students with 
ID and children 6–18, $5. All paid admissions Thursdays 5–9 pm are half 
price. For special summer offers, see attached release.

Sponsors:  Afghan War Rugs is sponsored by the Gallery Council of the Memorial Art 
Gallery, with additional support from the Robert A. and Maureen S. 
Dobies Endowment Fund, the Margaret Davis Friedlich and Alan and 
Sylvia Davis Memorial Fund, and the Robert L. and Mary L. Sproull 
Fund. War Memoranda is sponsored by the Gallery Council of the 
Memorial Art Gallery, with additional support from the Grant Holcomb 
Endowment Fund, the Kayser Fund, the Irving and Essie Germanow Fund, 
the Robert L. and Mary L. Sproull Fund, and an anonymous donor.

MAG on the web:  mag.rochester.edu

Press contacts:  Meg Colombo (585) 276-8934 / mcolombo@mag.rochester.edu 
Susan Chekow Lusignan (585) 276-8937 / slusignan@mag.rochester.edu

Afghanistan, Portrait Rug: 
Amanullah Khan with Weapons. 
Knotted wool.

Western Afghanistan, War Rug. 
Knotted wool.

Binh Danh and Robert Schultz, 
detail of Unidentified African 
American soldier with cannon 
backdrop. Chlorophyll print, resin.
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NEW MAG EXHIBITIONS EXAMINE THE IMPACT OF WAR ON PEOPLE AND CULTURE     

ROCHESTER, NY — Two complementary exhibitions that examine the impact of war and violence on people 
and culture open August 21 at the Memorial Art Gallery and remain on view through October 16. 

Afghan War Rugs and War Memoranda were developed separately, but both exhibitions provide an opportunity to 
engage visitors in a safe and open dialogue on both historical and contemporary events. “The Memorial Art Gallery 
can and should bring these difficult conversations to Rochester in a meaningful way, to help bring people together 
and make a more informed community,” says MAG director Jonathan Binstock.

Afghan War Rugs: The Modern Art of Central Asia
Maps, weapons and army tanks. Portraits of kings, khans and military leaders. These 
are among the motifs that began appearing in otherwise traditional Afghan carpets 
in the 1970s and proliferated after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 and 
the post-September 11 intervention by the United States. The artists who wove 
them, mostly women, emboldened their traditional nonfigurative styles and began 
producing rich pictorial images that better recount a more current cultural story. 

The 45 rugs in this show were selected for their exceptional quality, rarity, and 
content. Many took as long as a year to weave. Most are from a distinguished 
private collection that is being exhibited in the US for the first time.

They can be enjoyed as both avant-garde textiles and as decorative works 
reflecting the modernization of a 1,000-year-old tradition. The wealth of associ-

ations these rugs have with history, politics, culture, religion, and the increasing globalization of world trade 
represent an encounter of a timeless aesthetic tradition with the violent reality of contemporary central Asia.

Afghan War Rugs was curated by Enrico Mascelloni and Annemarie Sawkins, PhD. In Rochester, it is spon-
sored by the Gallery Council of the Memorial Art Gallery, with additional support from the Robert A. and 
Maureen S. Dobies Endowment Fund, the Margaret Davis Friedlich and Alan and Sylvia Davis Memorial 
Fund, and the Robert L. and Mary L. Sproull Fund.

War Memoranda: Photography, Walt Whitman, and Renewal  
by Binh Danh and Robert Schultz

This exhibition probes the question “How do Americans remember war?” with sol-
diers’ portraits developed in the flesh of leaves, battlefield landscapes photographed 
using 19th-century technologies, and war poems of intimate reflection.

Speaking of the Civil War, Walt Whitman declared that “The real war will never get 
in the books.” In response, photographer Binh Danh and poet Robert Schultz (poem 
on following page) have drawn upon Whitman’s poetry and prose, as well as striking 

more…From top: Afghanistan, War Rug with Map of Afghanistan. Knotted wool.  
Binh Danh and Robert Schultz, James Troy Ralph, 21 years old. Chlorophyll print, resin.
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historical portraits of soldiers, to create daguerreotypes, chlorophyll prints, cyanotypes, artist’s books, and poems 
that contemplate American wars past and present.

Previously at MAG, Binh Danh was one of the artists in the 2006 exhibition Extreme Materials. His chlorophyll 
print from that exhibition, Found Portraits Collection: from the Cambodian Killing Fields at Tuol Sleng, is now in 
the museum’s permanent collection. 

War Memoranda has been organized by the Taubman Museum of Art in Roanoke, VA. In Rochester, it is 
sponsored by the Gallery Council of the Memorial Art Gallery, with additional support from the Grant 
Holcomb Endowment Fund, the Kayser Fund, the Irving and Essie Germanow Fund, the Robert L. and Mary 
L. Sproull Fund, and an anonymous donor.

Poem by Robert Schultz, from the exhibition:

GETTYSBURG
The real war will never get in the books. — Walt Whitman

But the real books will always be filled with leaves,
And real leaves have always grown from the dead,
So the dead will always return in the books.
The dead, beloved, continue to speak in the leaves,
And the leaves of the book continue to green with the dead,
And the bronze leaves of the great book lie still beneath the copse of trees.

Programs and events:  
These include a members’ opening party (August 20), a talk by Afghan War Rugs co-curator Annemarie 
Sawkins (August 21), a conversation with War Memoranda artist Binh Danh and poet Robert Schultz 
(September 25), and a series of docent-led exhibition tours. For more information, see attached release.

Hours / admission
The museum is open Wednesday–Sunday 11 am to 5 pm and until 9 pm on Thursdays. Closed Mondays and 
Tuesdays.  Open until 9 pm on the first Friday of each month as part of a monthly citywide gallery night. 

General admission is $14; senior citizens, $10; college students with ID and children 6–18, $5; always free to 
members, UR faculty, staff and students; and children 5 and under. Half-price general admission Thursdays 
from 5–9 pm is made possible in part by Monroe County.   

Blue Star Museums (through September 4) 
Again this summer, along with other museums across the country, the Memorial Art Gallery is joining Blue 
Star Museums in offering free admission to active military personnel with ID and their immediate families.

Get Cool, Get Cultured (through August 31)
Looking for a way to beat the heat this summer? Get cool in a museum! MAG and other area museums are 
teaming up to offer discounted admission. For details, visit mag.rochester.edu.

Press contacts   
Meg Colombo (585) 276-8934 / mcolombo@mag.rochester.edu 
Susan Chekow Lusignan (585) 276-8937  /  slusignan@mag.rochester.edu 

Pictured: Binh Danh and Robert Schultz, Walt Whitman, 1887, in Camden House hosta leaf. Chlorophyll print, resin. Courtesy of the artists.

# # #
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WAR STORIES  Programs and Events

MEMBERS’ OPENING PARTY
Saturday, August 20, 8 to 11 pm

Preview two new exhibitions—Afghan War Rugs and War Memoranda—at this MAG members’ event featuring 
live music and entertainment. 

• Immerse yourself in the peaceful strains of Jefferson Svengsouk playing the Native American flute.
• Enjoy music by: Jackson Cavalier & The Fevertones, harpist Roxanne Ziegler and The Dady Brothers
• Post your message of peace on the MAG fence on University Avenue
• Hear a poetry reading in the Renaissance Gallery. 
• Bring in care package items for the Rochester NY Blue Star Mothers

Free to members. For more information call the membership office, 585.276.8939 or email memberperks@mag.rochester.edu.

GALLERY TALK: AFGHAN WAR RUGS
Sunday, August 21 at 2 pm, Grand Gallery (included in MAG admission)

Annemarie Sawkins, co-curator of Afghan War Rugs, gives a talk in the exhibition. 

WAR MEMORANDA: A CONVERSATION WITH BINH DANH AND ROBERT SCHULTZ
Sunday, September 25 at 2 pm, auditorium (included in MAG admission)

Artist Binh Danh and poet Robert Schultz speak on their work in War Memoranda. 

GUIDED EXHIBITION TOURS  (included in MAG admission)
Sunday, August 21 (opening day), 1, 2 and 3 pm  
Sundays and Fridays, September 16–October 16, 1 pm

PRESS CONTACTS: 
 Meg Colombo (585) 276-8934 / mcolombo@mag.rochester.edu 
Susan Chekow Lusignan (585) 276-8937  /  slusignan@mag.rochester.edu 
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