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n 1894, Frederic Remington took up sculpting—just that casually by every indication—and within a
year produced a Western masterpiece. He had watched an established sculptor, Frederick W.
Ruckstull, working at a neighbor's house on a model for an equestrian monument. The neighbor,
observing how Remington could turn figures around and reposition them in his drawings, comment-
ed that at heart he was a sculptor himself. The idea caught Remington's fancy, and, with Ruckstull's
encouragement, he set about creating an equestrian model of his own.'
The audacity of his decision and of the astonishing bronze he created, The Broncho Buster, can only
be gauged by remembering that Remington was, at the time, America’s leading Western illustrator
working principally in black and white wash and oils to produce linear, detailed pictures with clear
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