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MEMORIAL ART GALLERY COMMISSIONS LARGE-SCALE MURAL
BY WALL\THERAPY ARTIST NATE HODGE
Visitors are Invited to See Work in Progress beginning April 27
ROCHESTER, NY, April 26, 2016 — Last year, as Memorial Art Gallery director
Jonathan Binstock was driving along Atlantic Avenue, he passed an artist hard at
work on a colorful large-scale mural. City and Sky is part of WALL\THERAPY, a
city-wide public art project that is working to energize blank walls in downtown areas.
Binstock was so impressed that he asked the artist, Nate Hodge of Brockport, to create
a mural for MAG’s first floor galleries.
Beginning April 27, Memorial Art Gallery visitors will be able to watch Hodge at work as the mural takes shape. By late
May, they’ll be able to walk into and through his work.
The immersive installation, which will cover two walls and the ceiling, is as yet untitled; the title will grow out of the
process, which art critic Rebecca Rafferty describes in her essay for an upcoming brochure: “Using diluted acrylic house
paint with sprayers, rollers, and brushes, [Hodge] doesn’t approach a project with strict plans, but works instinctively to
create environments in immersive layers, responding to a space in a way that mirrors organic growth.” Adds the artist,
“the challenge is to create something that stops people in their tracks, to get them to stop moving and look at the art.”
The installation at MAG is made possible by Ian Wilson, WALL\THERAPY and IDEATION: Funding the Future
Memorial Art Gallery.
About the artist
Nate Hodge first began drawing to illustrate stories he made up as a child. As he grew older, the Brockport-based artist
gravitated towards paint, at first working out mythical stories and imagined landscapes but recently focusing on an exploration of the painting medium itself, pushing it to expand off of the canvas and inhabit/respond to environments.
Hodge received his BFA from SUNY Brockport and his MFA from the University of Buffalo. He began working with
WALL\THERAPY in 2015 after participating in several group shows at the 1975 Gallery in Rochester, which specialized
in showcasing the work of up-and-coming local artists.
In February 2016, Hodge was awarded the University of Rochester’s Lillian Fairchild Award for his work with
WALL\THERAPY. He’s in good company—past award recipients have included choreographer Garth Fagan,
sculptor Albert Paley, and Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Anthony Hecht. about the award
On the web
Nate Hodge website | Memorial Art Gallery website | University of Rochester interactive map (public art)
Hours / admission
The Memorial Art Gallery is open Wednesday–Sunday 11 am to 5 pm and until 9 pm on Thursday; closed Monday
and Tuesday.
General admission is $14; senior citizens, $10; college students with ID and children 6–18, $5; always free to members,
UR students, and children 5 and under.
Half-price general admission Thursdays from 5–9 pm is made possible in part by Monroe County.
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