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Art Works

“The museum’s inventory of American art can be contemplated in various ways. Is it suitably
comprehensive and representative of the most significant phases of development and change?
Are the paintings by important artists strong and distinctive examples of their work? Looked at
along such customary lines, the Memorial Art Gallery’s collection certainly distinguishes itself
with flying colors.

If we consider the collection from a cultural and historical perspective, however, we can use a
less obvious set of criteria: How well does the ensemble reflect changes in American tastes,
enthusiasms, and social concerns? Specifically, what sort of national narrative do these images,
taken together, suggest? Taken on these terms, the Memorial Art Gallery’s holdings are no less
worthy. Indeed, because of their particular strengths, and owing to their breadth, MAG’s
American works provide an engaging window for viewing significant developments and changes
in American life.”

— Michael Kammen, “Introduction” in Marjorie B. Searl, ed., Seeing America: Paintings and Sculpture
from the Collection of the Memorial Art Gallery of the University of Rochester, p. 15.
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