Friday, March 11, 2005

PAPER MAKING

Objective

Materials

Activity

Learn how to make paper from already made pulp, or by making your own pulp.

Blender, deckle and mould, large plastic basin, fairly high quality paper, computer
paper, writing paper, brown wrapping paper, dried flowers, threads, leaves, pigments—
or you can order ready-made pulp. Felt for putting paper on.

Put torn or shredded paper into blender with enough water to make a watery mush when
blended. Place the pulp into basin—one part pulp to four parts water. Add pigments to
colour pulp if desired. You may also add leaves, coloured threads, etc. Hold the screen
vertically so that it faces you with the mesh facing upwards and the deckle held firmly
in place on top of the mould. Lower the screen into the basin and gently push it away
from you. Swish it around, gathering pulp until you have covered the entire screen.

Remove from basin and let it drain for 20 seconds. Remove deckle and carefully and
quickly lower the screen onto the felt. With a damp sponge squeeze excess water from
sheet of paper as you press the sponge along the screen. Lift screen off the paper.
Allow sheet to dry before removing from felt. While it is drying you can press leaves,
flowers, or threads into the sheet. If you want to use your paper for a piece of sculpture,
it is a good idea to add Y2 teaspoon of powdered methylcellulose to every pound of dry
fibre to strengthen the finished paper, and it also helps to make it more durable.

Content Standards

Standard 1:  Creating, performing, and participating in the Arts.
Standard 2:  Knowing and using art materials and resources.

Papermaking supplies are available from a variety of sources; here’s one:
Twinrocker, PO Box 413, Brookston, Indiana 47923
Tel: 317-563-3119, www.twinrocker.com, e-mail: twinrocker@twinrocker.com
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